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De Anza Dons reign in 24-point blowout
Men’s team stuns Gavilan College Rams with 86-62 win

Left: Freshman Marquel Hodge, wing, runs to the basket for a lay up against Gavilan in a 
86 - 62 victory at De Anza on Friday, Jan. 20. 

Above Right: Sophomore Steven Garverick, wing/post, makes an uncontested lay up. 
Garverick scored nine points with four field goals on five attempts.

Below Right: Freshman Nemanja Rajic, wing/post, shoots over three Gavilan defenders for the 
bucket. Rajic finished the game with four points and five rebounds.
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The De Anza Dons baseball 
team is off to an extremely strong 
4-1 start to the season. Despite 
not having a home field, the 
team pulled off two wins against 
a tough Yuba College team and 
split with Folsom Lake College.

“We’ve been kind of over 
achieving in a lot of people’s 
minds, other than ours, but 
it’s going really well so far,” 
Devon Canty, 19, shortstop and 
communications major said.

Canty said he is excited for the 
rest of the season. 

“We look really good and have 
a lot of good guys; a lot more 
talent than last year, and a lot 
better team chemistry.”

Coach Erick Raich also likes 
the composition of this year’s 
team.

“Last year’s group was four 
sophomores and all freshman, 
this year we’re about fifty-fifty,” 
Raich said. “That part is great so 
we don’t have to worry about a 
huge amount of turnover, and 
we’ll have good core group of 
returners next year.”

The De Anza baseball field is 
currently being used for the drop 
and go parking lot, so the team is 
practicing at Shoreline Baseball 
Field in Mountain View, and will 
use it for home games later on. 
Most of their games are being 
played away.

“[Shoreline Field] is all turf, 
so there’s no prep time; with 
the rain that’s come right now if 
we had to pick a year to be off-

campus, this would be the year,” 
Raich said. “It’s somewhat been 
a blessing in disguise.”

Canty said he does not mind 
playing away from De Anza, 
but he finds the constant road 
trips exhausting.

Raich said he believes the 
team can keep up their strong 
start as long as they stay injury 
free. 

“Last year we were in first 
place with two and a half weeks 
to go, and we lost four of our key 
starters – two starting pitchers 
and two extremely important 
relief pitchers,” Raich said. “If 
we don’t have any crazy injuries 
we should be OK as long as we 
don’t lose four arms again like 
last year!”

Both Raich and Canty called 
out Drew Mount, outfielder, as 
one of the players excelling this 
season.

“He’s just been tearing the 
cover off the ball,” Raich said. 
“Two home runs already and he 
stole a few bags.” 

Canty jokingly said that 
he deserved some credit for 
Mount’s success, having 
worked with him prior to the 
season start.

Overall, Raich is impressed 
with all of his players. 

“We have a lot of guys 
performing well, guys that 
have gotten off to really good 
statistical starts,” he said. “But 
I would say top to bottom, 
every single one of our guys is 
playing really well right now.”

Dons baseball homeless
but hopeful for season

In spite of injury to coach, 
cheer team takes home first
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The De Anza College cheer 
team faced their first obstacle 
at the start of winter quarter 
when their coach sustained a 
foot injury that required surgery. 
After receiving the news over 
a Facebook message, the cheer 
team learned that the surgery 
would require their coach to take 
an unspecified amount of leave. 

Despite this predicament, the 
cheer team claimed first place 
at the Athletic Championships’ 
American Masterpiece in San 
Jose Jan. 28-29.

“Their victory really is a 
testament to the team members,” 
cheer coach CJ Smith said. “This 
is especially so because I, the 
coach, have been off campus since 
the second day of winter quarter.” 

Initially, the team was 
discouraged, and considered 
withdrawing from the competition. 
However, even without a designated 
advisor for the time being, the De 
Anza cheer team set out to organize 
practices themselves.

“When I first heard about my 
coach’s injury, I was extremely 
worried and anxious,” said cheer 
captain Christine Krepelka, 
23, pre-nursing major. “I knew 
that as a team, we would have 
to scramble to find appropriate 
places to practice and work extra 
hard to learn the formations 
via text messages and online 
communications.”

To accommodate the adjusted 
practice times, the De Anza cheer 
team cancelled social events, 
worked around personal schedules, 
and held practices early on 
Saturday mornings, preparing for 

the first competition of the season. 
Since the coach usually provided 
the team with routine formations, 
stunts, and performance details, 
the cheer team cooperated to 
designate and arrange the details 
on their own.

“Our victory at this recent 
competition definitely reflected 
all the time and effort we poured 
into this choreography,” Krepelka 
said. “We definitely earned our 
championship title through all 
our hours of practicing and 
perseverance, and as a captain I 
am so very proud of my team and 
how we blossomed in the face 
of adversity. I hope this victory 
will serve to remind us all that 
anything is possible if you truly 
work for it.”
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Cheer team 
members 
Angela Jose,
Sayaka 
Makino,
Christine 
Krepelka, and
Hannah 
Robinson 
perform at 
a men’s 
basketball 
game at 
De Anza on 
Wednesday, 
Feb. 1.


